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S ITINA INTERNAL

There is st1ill no end in sight to the slow-motion

strupgle that has been under way in Peking for manvy months.,

The drive by Mao Tse-tune and Lin Piao to unseat opponents

Yy stalled, and signs ave mounting that opposing forces
B e S
are digging in for a winter of political trench-warfare,

tepine pronouncements on the cultural revolution and

e attention to Liin Pino have fallen oif 9n the nact

—_
Lin Pizo micsed the last Red Guard rally, on
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Ju—
Lya weoks .,

11 Movember, possibly for reasons of health. He has a

iong history of frail health, probably the aftermath of

Aonoerious would and luaberculosis. Tintil August this

year, when he became Mao's number two man, he rarely made

public appearances. I{ he has been forced to reduace his

Lo

]

retividion . thin might ¢ive his opponentls an oppor Lanity
ianvove their position at his expense.
iwed Guards have come in for considerable criticism

lately oand their political activities have been sharply

curiailed, The Gunras have been the instrument of Mao

and Lin for carrying out the drive against opponcnts in

the navty.
Humerons wnll posters have bhecen appearing in Pelking
e e —

charging 1that Guards have killed and even tortured to death

rariy officials in mony Chinese cities. On 20 November

city party committec posted notices warning that

L R
the Peking

-

Tea Guards

who set up kangaroo courts and tortured officials
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would bLe saverly punished. On 15 November Foreign Minister
Chen Yiotold that Red Guards had
cometimes heen childish aond that some of their attaclis on
narty officinls had been mistalien, It is unlikely that
her vordd talk this cancidly to a foreisncer unless 16 wns
nov ~afe to do so.,
‘m 16 November Pekinge issued a directive orc¢ering Red Guards
throughout the natinn to wind up their political activities

25X1C
by 20 November and go home, This has not been officially

Plthough poster anttacks against Mao's former deputy,
Ivin “bpo-chi, and party eeneral necrelnry Teng Heino-ping continue

e msecn by foreipn correspondents in Peking, no new moves

;ainat them have been taken recently. They have been in
diginvor since August.

the positions of two leaders identified with a
relatively moderate line in Peking--~Premier Chou En-lai and
cconomic planner Li Fu-chun--has been enhanced since about
L) November. Chou En-l1ai gave specches on 12 and 15 November ——

his first since 30 Deptember. ©On 10 November Peoples inily

nublished an editorial aimed 2t curbing Red Guard interference

vith pnroduction. ‘iis is o moderate line that has becn taken

e o e

iy Chou, but not by Lin Piao or Mao. This editorial is the

oniy authoritative regime pronouncement on the cultural
revolution issued since carly November.,
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On 16 November the same cday Hed Guards were ordercc home,

tokine revealed that Li Fu-chun, wvhose career has hecn

iceniified with Chou, is now a member of the elite Standing

Committee of the Politburo. Agside from Mao and Lin, nen

cxnlicitly identified ns members include Chou, cultural

cevolution officials Chen Po-ta and Kang “heng, propaganda

¢hicef Tao Chu, and now Li iFu-chun.

Chou En-lai has survivecd an apparent attempt to put

=

nrescure on him through attacke on officials and ministries

in the government machinery he heads. Thesc attacks,
_,—_’—-————_._____________/———’—\

ihrough Red Guard posters and demonstrations, began about

25 October and ended abrupily about € November . They werc
ohviously officinlly instigated and were explicitly

v #W_____’_‘___,_."—-—w e S}
coanctioned by Lin Piano in hig last speech on

——
rogime pronouncements in that period attacked fence

3 November.

sitters and would-be compromiscrg-~terms that seemecd to

Taken together, these developments sugpesied

appiy to thou,

that Lin and Mao wc rying to_pui pressure on Chou and
gL an et

other government officials to hack them more firmly in theirxr

{ishi against encmics in ihe

ererrnrir

repular party machinery. They

U

cvidently have not hecen very successful, however, and the
S )

alicnupt to apply pressure can only have served sharpening

cifrerences which have hcen developing in the lcadership.

.
«©

""he Consul General in Hong Kong has sent in an analysis
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